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SEEK HIM

BY CHARITY HERRMANN

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

A few years ago, during a move, I stumbled on an old notebook that I used to journal my thoughts

For today, instead of journaling like I did when I was 13 and listing all of the things you want or even

and prayers as an early teenager. Oh, the gems I found among those pages, but one, in particular,

think you need, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal where more right thinking, peace, or joy is needed and

caught my eye and had me laughing out loud, quite literally. “Lord, I know You hear my prayers,
thinking on it further, haven’t we all had some version of that thought, even subconsciously? Lord,
Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all of these things will be added to you.” The problem,
often, is that our focus is on “all of these things” and what comes as a result of our seeking instead
of the beauty of what we’re seeking - His love, His joy, His peace, His presence. I love how the
Passion Translation puts it, “Chase after the realm of God’s kingdom and the righteousness that
proceeds from Him. Then all these less important things will be given to you abundantly.” The
things are less important. The kingdom fruit of the seeking is the true prize.

PRAYER
Jesus, I thank you that every fruit of Your kingdom is accessible to me if I simply seek after it. I thank
you that if I ask to know more of Your righteousness, peace, and joy, I receive righteousness, peace,
and joy. I thank You that in Your love, you are removing a “vending machine” mentality from my
heart and replacing it with a hunger and thirst for You and You alone, and I thank You that all of the
things that are necessary for my life are also added to me as a result.

APPLICATION
Make seeking Him a daily activity. When you wake up, when you drive to work, when you go
shopping, look for him. Where is He is moving? What is He doing? Find yourself only looking for

FAITHFUL
FATHER

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

This iron-clad promise is found in a larger passage contrasting the plight of foolish people who

How should I respond to my oppressors since their future is so bleak?

ignore the Lord versus those who accept His guidance. Clearly, these verses contrast a clash of

How should I “manage” my attitudes to what is going on in the world around me?

kingdoms. They speak of a sinful, fallen world persisting in its struggle against God’s kingdom in
much the same way that darkness opposes light. However, this psalm powerfully reminds us that
regardless of how it may appear from day to day, the Lord is not ambivalent to the challenges we
face. His resounding promise declares that those who trust and follow His ways will receive His
everlasting protection and support.
The writer of this psalm is writing from a perspective many of us can relate to. It is obvious that a
great number of his fellow citizens appear to have been wickedly oppressive and abusive to those
who choose to follow the Lord. This psalmist seems to leave an impression that he sees them
and promise, and is encouraged. We should be powerfully reminded that nothing escapes the
notice of God’s ever-searching eye and that His promise of justice and care for His people will never
be abandoned!

PRAYER
Lord, let me forever remember that the faithfulness of your love will see me through every trial.

APPLICATION
Let’s learn to turn our thoughts constantly to God’s promises and refuse to be dominated by the
actions of our oppressors!

OUTPOURING OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

The upper room—a gathering of like hearts who repeatedly chose mystery over mastery as they

Ask the Father to reveal any lies you’ve believed and show you the truth about the Holy Spirit. Write

followed Jesus and encountered the unseen realm daily; a place where the invisible became visible,

Father’s breath. An intimate invitation into the mysteries of God awaits those who have open hands
and willing hearts.

PRAYER

receive the full manifestation of our union, including speaking in other tongues. Fill my mouth with
faith in me and around me.

APPLICATION
Go back and read all of Acts chapter two. Place your hands on your heart and declare, “Father, I

FREEDOM

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

There are two kinds of freedom, let’s call them earthly freedom and Kingdom freedom.
your freedom to “serve one another in love?”
It’s a beautiful thing that should be available to all. People have fought and died for it throughout
history—living without oppression, tyranny, or slavery.
This earthly freedom was tainted when sin entered the world. Our own choices became what
enslaved us. We needed freedom, but not just one found on earth—something that can only come
from the kingdom of Heaven. We needed Kingdom freedom.

choosing what we want. It’s choosing to lay down our lives—surrendering our broken way and
recognizing that we need Christ to really be free from the greatest slavery: sin.

and setting our focus on the Solution. Then, we repent—turning 180 degrees. And we surrender.
Giving up control is the only way to truly be free.

PRAYER
me that aren’t completely yours, please reveal them to me. I give them to you so I can be wholly
surrendered to you.

APPLICATION

HEALTH

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

Taking care of what God has given us is a scriptural mandate—that includes our bodies. We make
wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.”
healthy in your mind, body, soul, and spirit. Let’s partner with Him this year to live in whole health.

PRAYER
Proverbs 17:22 A joyful heart is good medicine.
Pray for the health of our church family; pray that our minds would be renewed; pray that bodies

APPLICATION
Ask God how he sees you and journal about it. What are some areas where you don’t feel you are at
your healthiest and journal what He says to you about those things— switching out lies for His truth
about you so that you can walk in health.
What are some practical ways that you will walk out health this year? Switch out your soda for
water? Walk 10 minutes a day outside? Celebrate your progress and take it beyond this month.

Take time to sit with God and dream about what your life looks healthy in this new year. What goals
will you and the Holy Spirit make as you begin steps to whole health? And continue to grow as you
learn to value health.

THE CHURCH

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

Have you ever just felt like you didn’t have the wisdom or understanding that you needed? Has it
seemed in a particular season of life that you lacked the knowledge or the inner strength to move

understanding that you needed but did not have. Write down areas of your life that are pleasing to

forward in what God was calling you into? One of the greatest places of strength is not in having

the Lord, areas where you are bearing fruit.

it all together but actually recognizing our need for God. And one of the central ways we actually
recognize our need for Him is through prayer. The Apostle Paul knew that the emerging Church
wouldn’t have it all together. Throughout his letters, he offered up prayers for them. He knew
that if they were going to live a life that was pleasing to the Lord and walk out their God-given
assignments, they would need supernatural wisdom, understanding, and power at work in them and
through them. The same is true for you and me.

PRAYER

to move forward in walking in your way, Jesus. I pray that we would live our lives in such a way that
we would please you and bear fruit in everything. Show us what you are doing, so we can do it with
you. I pray your Church would be strengthened to walk with you over the long haul—full of power
to endure through all things with great joy!

APPLICATION

HEALING
OUR LAND

DEVOTIONAL
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It can be overwhelming trying to ‘solve’ the myriad of current cultural and societal issues in ‘our

What is the difference between ‘humbling yourself’ and ‘being humbled’?

land.’ The problems seem overwhelming. Good news: God is not surprised by 2021 in America, and

What role does repentance plan in the healing of our land?

we can and should look through the lens of ‘What role does God play?’ and ‘What role do I play?’

PRAYER
humility. When the weight of the world is on my shoulders, help me to transfer that weight to your
shoulders in prayer. Help me to seek your face. Help me to partner with you as you heal and restore
my ‘land’ and establish your Kingdom on earth.

APPLICATION
humble yourself. Redirect the energy you’ve spent on worry to time spent in prayer. Remind yourself
of how small the problems are in comparison to the power of our God. Look for areas of your life
where repentance is overdue and make the change to reorient your heart and your hands to the
Jesus way.

COMMUNITY
LEADERS

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

community. Numerous places in Scripture remind us of the centrality of prayer to enjoying God’s

each of them.

essential to that peace, for those in authority have been installed by God as instruments of his

PRAYER
are in charge of our leaders. I pray that you would bless them and draw them into a relationship with
you through faith in Jesus, for no man or woman is beyond your ability to save. Fill them with the
wisdom of the Holy Spirit to serve and administer according to your good plan. May your kingdom
come through our leaders, and may your will be done. Let me never grumble against our leaders,
but give me a mind to pray for them, and show me how I can be a blessing to our community.

APPLICATION
Choose one of the city leaders to write a letter to thank them for their service. Let them know how
you are praying for them. Mail or hand-deliver the letter, and consider adding a small treat to bless
them for their work.

MISSIONS
DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

I had a conversation about God with someone a long time ago. In this conversation, she simply said,

Who’s gospel are you proclaiming? Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal this to you.

“How can you believe your God is the right one with so many different gods in the world? The word

When you think about proclaiming the gospel to all of creation, who comes to mind?

God is an ethereal idea.” I sat there for a moment. She was right. How can I be sure that the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is not an ethereal idea? The only way I can be sure is if what Jesus said in
John 14:7 is true. “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on,
you know Him and have seen Him.”

trying to win truth over people’s minds and hearts, is the gospel I’m proclaiming an ethereal idea,
or is it proclaiming the revelation of who Jesus is? What we spend the most time meditating on is
the gospel we’ll proclaim. Are we proclaiming the gospel of the American dream, the gospel of
Jesus Christ?
The gospel of Jesus is found in the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. We should meditate
on these. I want to encourage you that time spent with the man, Jesus, is how we’ll know that the
wholeness in. Making time to abide, then sharing the best news, that’s not an ethereal idea, but

PRAYER
Jesus, help me abide with you so I can intimately know you. I ask that you reform the hours of my
day. Give me boldness and the grace to share the gospel with all of those around me.

APPLICATION
Think about what time of the day works for you to abide with Jesus in prayer, worship, reading
hours.

OUR CITY

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

As we look all around, we can see opportunities for Jesus to impact our city. I think it’s important to

What’s an area that the Holy Spirit has revealed to you when it comes to a need you can meet in

remember that an awareness of all that needs to be done can become a distraction from actually
doing anything. Often, we are looking for the laborers to harvest, and we forget that we are the
sent ones; WE are the laborers. When we become aware of an opportunity to impact our city for
the kingdom of Heaven, when we become aware of a strategy that can be used to contribute to
the harvest, it’s important that we, as followers of Jesus, get to it rather than waiting for laborers to
show up. We must move from just “hearers” to “doers.” You are the laborer. The harvest is ready.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father. Thank you for using us to lead people to you. Help us to have your heart for
everyone we encounter. Help us to see “harvest opportunities.” Let us not be distracted or
overwhelmed by the need, but help us to have your heart so that we can see as you see, hear
representation of your kingdom in our home, our neighborhood, and our city. Help us to have more
be. In Jesus’ name.

APPLICATION
In your prayer time, ask the Holy Spirit to highlight ways that you can be used to be light in your
home, neighborhood, and city. Ask how the Holy Spirit wants to use you to be an ambassador of
the kingdom of Heaven in your town. Don’t wait for someone else. Don’t wait for a pastor. You have
been called; you have been equipped to be a laborer.

city?

THE POOR &
HOMELESS

BY DENÉE FAY

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT
How can I foster a heart of compassion towards the poor and homeless?
Write down what you think Jesus would say to someone in this scenario who came across His path.

past the poor, the outcast, and the homeless without saying a word or even making eye contact.
However, these simple acts of compassion embody the heart of the Father so deeply that He
regards them as serving Christ: giving food to the hungry, welcoming strangers, giving clothing to
the poor, visiting the sick or imprisoned. Jesus sees and commends your acts of compassion.

PRAYER
I ask to carry Your heart for the poor and homeless. Move me with compassion. I want to be Your
hands, feet, and mouthpiece to all who are lost.

APPLICATION
We are charged with the responsibility to serve as Jesus’ hands and feet and establish a relationship
with those lost so we can share the good news! Serving builds a bridge to relationship. Here are a
few simple ways to serve:
•

Elevate Lives: mentor the working poor or renovate a home

•

Salvation Army: donate canned food and volunteer to serve a meal

•

Connecting Grounds: serve the homeless with clothing and supplies

•

OUR

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT
What’s one way you can love and honor your actual neighbors in your neighborhood? How can you

neighbors I have had in my life. I have had those who are older than me and those who were

be intentional when it comes to loving and honoring those that the Lord puts in your path, whether

younger. I have had those who were also followers of Jesus and others who were not. There were

they look, think, or believe like you or not?

times when I was “devoted in love” and “honored them about myself,” and at other times, I acted

mercy, has given us the opportunity to live this verse out with. Sometimes it’s our literal neighbor.
verse doesn’t give much direction on what we should require from “our neighbor” but seems pretty
clear on how we should interact with those around us.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father. Thank you for giving me opportunities to practice being more like you. Thank you
for how intentional you are when it comes to those you place in my path. Help me to be like you
in every encounter. Help me to be devoted to everyone in love. Help me to honor everyone above
you in love, honor, and humility, in Jesus’ name.

APPLICATION
Go out of your way to be considerate, caring, and honoring to people you encounter. Ask the Holy
Spirit to empower you to love with the heart, see with the eyes and hear with the ears of the Father.
Remember, it’s easy to love those who are loving, but what about those who act in a way that seems
less deserving.

FINANCIAL

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

So many things in our life with Jesus come down to trust. How do we learn to trust him more? What

Remembering what God has done builds our faith and trust in Him for the future! Write down three

areas are we not trusting Him? In relationships, the longer we know someone, the more trust we
build in them. The same is true with the Lord. As each day passes, we can see His goodness and
faithfulness in each area of our life if we train ourselves to intentionally look for it. Even though
Jeremiah talks to the Israelites in this passage, we know that these words are still true today. God
holds our future. God has a plan for us, and when we trust Him, we can see that unfold. One of

people who freely give our money without fear of going without. In this new year, let’s look for ways
to be more generous with all of our resources and walk into the freedom that God has for us.

PRAYER

to build your Kingdom and not my own.

APPLICATION
Think of ways you can be generous with your treasure, time, and talents this year. Is there someone
you know personally that you could bless in any of these ways?

MIRACLES

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

We live in a see-it-to-believe-it world, but the people of God know something so many often

Do you have an area of life that needs a miracle? Knowing that God sees it all and knows what you
need, write down anything, big or small, that feels like an impossibility to you currently?

we set our sights on Jesus, our eyes open to His possibilities, making way for Heaven’s reality to
instead of the impossibility you’ve written down above. Then, ask the Holy Spirit how you can
partner with His perspective in regards to what you’ve written down. Is there an action step you can
us up to see His kingdom come and His will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven-- empowering
believers, against all odds, to proclaim in praise, “You are the God who works miracles!”

PRAYER
Father, you are the God of the impossible, and I want to see your Kingdom come, and your will
manifested in my life because you are the God who works miracles!

APPLICATION
You are God’s walking miracle, His sign & wonder, a living testament of His mercy and goodness.
Seek out someone facing what seems to be an impossible situation and ask to pray over them.
over them. Invite them into an encounter with our Waymaker—Jesus Christ!

take today that will help you step out in faith? Write what you discern, hear or see.

RELATIONSHIPS

DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

Relationships can be messy, complicated, and at times frustrating. Why? In our humanity, we are

What am I most grateful for in a relationship? Who can you call today to encourage? What friend
something to help your friend in need?

seeing others the way Jesus does. Each person is sacred. God uniquely creates each with different
strengths, gifts, and personalities, and each of us bears his image. Abiding in him and deploying this
heavenly lens equips us to care for each friendship and relationship.

PRAYER
Father, help me show love and grace to others the way you consistently do for me. Highlight
give me eyes to view each person as your beloved, immensely valuable, and treasured to you.

APPLICATION
amount of grace. Thankfully we’re not alone in this, and the Holy Spirit freely empowers us to live
out our lives with compassion, empathy, kindness, and love. Think of the relationships in your own
life, ask yourself, are you caring for the people God’s put in your path with love and intentionality?

FAMILIES
DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT
Have I silenced God’s voice of rebuke or his discipline in my life?

to hear challenging words without feeling disconnected from us, to respond to teaching without
Israel in their persistent refusal to obey God’s teaching and abuse his patience. This serious moment
for God and that His commitment to them remains unbroken; God even promises to “restore
needs to be an understanding of who is in charge. With that comes times of rebuke and times of
encouragement, times of discipline, and times of reward. It’s unpopular to talk about rebuke and
encouragement, discipline and reward, yet God models this with his own children.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I am your child. I submit myself to your authority and choose this day to honor
you in what I say and do. Open my ears to hear you better. Help me to lead my family well, to show
grace where needed, and be approachable at all times. Amen.

APPLICATION
Try communicating a moment of A.W.E. with a family member.
A - here’s something I appreciate about you.
W - here is something I want for our relationship
E - here’s how I feel about you

MARRIAGES
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There’s little on this side of heaven that will bring you as much joy as a thriving marriage. I know,

In what ways can I serve my spouse better? What would happen if I put the needs of my spouse

it sounds too simple, but it’s true. The passage in Mark tells us, “So they are no longer two but

above my own?

we’ve given ourselves away for the betterment and service of the one we love. Marriage is not
transactional; it’s not a give-and-get system or set of mutually understood agreements; it’s a
covenant commitment before God, testifying and declaring that no longer is my life about me. Our
culture’s perspective and subsequent evolution of marriage has watered down the beauty of what
God intended for this all-important and foundational relationship. We’ve made it too easy to bow
out and give up. If the scripture is true, we wouldn’t so easily give up on ourselves, so why would we
give up on each other?

PRAYER
God, thank you for the gift of marriage. Thank you for the gift of my spouse. Equip me to better

thank you for your grace in forgiving me.

APPLICATION
Well then, how do we thrive in our marriage? We give ourselves away to our spouse each and every
day. We intentionally lean into the beauty and uniqueness that God has created in our spouse. We

laugh, have fun, share in simple pleasures and recognize that marriage is God’s gift to us in one
another. We admit our mistakes, share our deepest pain, and daily welcome God’s lavish grace over
our relationship because we need it, and thankfully he gives it freely.

CHILDREN &
TEENS
DEVOTIONAL

JOURNAL PROMPT

The Father’s greatest gift to mankind was Jesus. He wasn’t presented to the world as the grown

In what ways can I serve my spouse better? What would happen if I put the needs of my spouse

man we all came to love through his life, death, and resurrection, but he came as a small, humble,

above my own?

and vulnerable infant. The greatest gift and the savior of the world was grafted into the bodily
form as a child and released the kingdom of heaven on earth! Though he was small, he was mighty,
and he beheld the image of God. The simplicity, purity, humility, creativity, trust, and playfulness of
often lose touch with, usually due to becoming weathered by the brokenness of the world. Jesus
held the awareness that children hold pieces of God’s DNA, that we as adults desperately need to
awaken our senses to God’s kingdom, purposes and revive our hearts to the likeness of God.

PRAYER
Thank you, Lord, for the gift of children. Thank you for designing an upside-down kingdom, where
the small and lowly are honored and called “mighty.” Help us understand your ways; in all the
places, we often confuse, over-complicate and become distracted through the eyes of our children.
We release control and acknowledge that Your ways are higher than ours. We surrender and open
our hearts to the simplicity, purity, humility, creativity, trust, and playfulness found in who You are
and how these characteristics manifest through our children. Revive the childlike heart in us today,
Amen!

APPLICATION

Take time from your busy mind and life to ask the Lord to show Himself through the eyes, mouth,
and actions of a child. Try at least 30 minutes of your day to rest, listen, watch, play, engage, ask
questions, or create with a child. Take the opportunity to call out the “gold” in them in a very
moments to notice how the Lord will use children to awaken your senses to His kingdom, purposes,
and revival in a new way than before!

YOUNG
ADULTS
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There is a rising generation of young adults who are passionate about Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and
many, ask the Lord to bring people into your life that match the description. Write down intentional
identity as Saints of the Kingdom. As the Church, we are invited into the story of their lives with

steps to connect and invite these people into your life. Write down questions you wish to ask them

discipleship and a cultivation of their hearts, dreams, and gifts. Our invitation includes championing

so you can better understand them in order to help propel their lives to look more like Jesus!

their perspective on the future church and its place in culture!

PRAYER
Lord, we thank you for the generations! What a joy it is to partner with the unique perspectives and
stages of life that make up your Church. Father, I ask that you would open my heart and ears to
the perspective of young adults. Holy Spirit, lead me with compassion to encourage and champion
the gifts and desires of the younger generation. I pray that you would bring to me opportunities to
show your love and grace to those younger than me!

APPLICATION

intentional and be relentless in your connection! Contact youngadults@hopechurch.net for ways to
be involved and partner in this amazing ministry!

RECONCILIATION
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recent past where you’ve seen what this looks like when done well, when done poorly, and when

just part of a whole. Understanding your ‘Why,’ ask the Holy Spirit to shine light on what needs to

not done at all? It’s tempting to feel like we must be right or win, and less so to naturally feel the

be “put off” and “put on.” Write which characteristics you need to “put off.” Write which ones you
need to “put on.” Write out anyone with whom you need to forgive or seek reconciliation.

In this passage of Scripture, Paul is speaking to the people of the church at Colossae—to

reconciliation—the way of the Kingdom! God the Father sent God the Son—Jesus—to reconcile

PRAYER
Father, you have instructed me to forgive as you have forgiven me. Thank you for all the times You
have forgiven me when I’ve done wrong, in word, action, or heart posture. I repent for the times I
have withheld forgiveness from those who have wronged me and the times I’ve allowed pride and
the desire to be right get in the way of reconciling with my neighbor. Father, please heal my heart
Holy Spirit, please guide me in the way of love, humility, and holiness. Amen.

APPLICATION

separate lives without hostility in future interactions. We won’t always get this right, but Colossians
tells us the ‘How’ starts with going back to the Word. Practice paying closer attention to what you’re
“putting on”; choose humility, forgive quickly, and follow through with reconciliation.

DEVOTIONAL
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minds on all that He has done for us, we begin to transform our thinking and begin to see the life-

generations. We hope you have made a note of all the little things that God has done during this

changing activity of God going on in our day-to-day life. Thinking on His goodness daily opens our

Fast. If not, now is a great time to “take inventory” so that you can build upon it year after year.

eyes to all that Heaven is doing around us. Remembering is a big part of this, and it’s a big part
of this fast. Remember what He has done for your family and celebrate that. Remember when He
saved you and celebrate that. And how do you celebrate? Sometimes it is sharing what He has
done; maybe a testimony, writing a song about it and writing it in your journal for the ones coming
up behind you to read one day.

PRAYER

have worship playing or not. We will leave this place for you to cultivate a prayer of thanksgiving;
He has been so good to us.

you have done in me during this fast.”

APPLICATION
Isaiah 63:7 — I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, the deeds for which he is to be praised,
according to all the LORD has done for us. SHARE your testimony. SHARE about His goodness.
SHARE about His faithfulness. Let others know because when you share what He has done, it
increases faith in them.

